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Aim of the course:

To study the impact of gender perspective in the evolution of Family Law and family judicial
procedures. The course begins with an overview of the normative evolution towards formal
equality and continues with the reforms that aim at reaching substantive equality in Family Law.
In particular, the course focuses on the evolution of the concept of family from a model
traditionally grounded on the primacy of the husband or father, to a gender-equality-based model.
Starting from that, the course focuses on the impact of gender on the regulation of different-sex
and same-sex marriages, cohabitation, parental responsibility, filiation, divorce, separation,
domestic violence, property issues (division of propriety, alimony, spousal maintenance),
adoption and foster care.

The course includes issues related to procedural law, taking into account that several Family Law
reforms have affected civil procedure (marriage processes, filiation, capacity of persons,
noncontentious proceedings). For this reason, a comprehensive study of Family Law is required,
addressing both branches (the substantive and the procedural) from a gender perspective.

Course outcome: The course will improve the knowledge of gender issues in Family Law, by
offering to the students a broader and more detailed perspective on the related contemporary
problems. On that note, the course would also give the students a chance to get involved in the
,»hot” topics of every day’s society.

The tasks of the course will be accomplished by allowing students to acquire specific knowledge
based on the comparative analysis of topics of the following: a) family from a gender perspective,
b) marriage, divorce and their aspects from a gender perspective, c) establishment/contestation of
maternity and paternity, parental responsibility from a gender perspective, adoption/foster care,
child support proceedings, etc.

Course Content:

1. The Family from a Gender Perspective: evolution and current situation with a review on the
question of formal/material gender equality (how to improve gender equality provisions in
order to achieve material gender equality)

2. Gender and Marriage Perspectives (I): Personal Aspects (Equal rights and duties of the

spouses) and (II) Patrimonial Aspects (Management of marital property) and (IIT) Same-Sex

Marriage

Gender Perspective and Divorce/Separation (Including Divorce Proceedings)

Gender Perspective and Establishment/Contestation of Maternity and Paternity (filiation

rights, presumptions of paternity, investigation of paternity, filiation proceedings, assisted

reproductive agreements)

Gender Perspective and Parental Responsibility and Adoption /Foster Care

Gender Perspective and Alimony and Proprietary Rights of Ex-spouses/Unmarried couples

Gender Perspective and Child Support

Gender Perspective and Child Custody Proceedings

9. Gender Perspective and Spousal Support Proceedings

10. Gender Perspective and Domestic Violence
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Instruction methods:
Primary interest is in active involving students in their own knowledge acquisition and in
stimulating their critical thinking for better understanding the implementation of gender
perspective in every legal branch, including this one. Learning approach will be insofar based on
collaborative, inquiry-based, student-centred approach to teaching.
Theoretical classes and practical classes will secure interactivity and active participation of
students — discussion after each lecture, case law analysis, debates.

Number of classes of active lectures:

Theoretical classes: 30

Practical classes: 15

Evaluation of knowledge (maximum number of points: 100)

Pre-exam obligations Points Final exam Points
Act1y1t1es during lectures and 40 Oral or written exam 40
practical work

Seminar paper 20
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